
Modern 
Slavery

HOW DO WE  
IDENTIFY SLAVERY? 

WHAT ARE  
THE TYPES  
OF SLAVERY? Someone is in slavery if  they are:

The recruitment, movement, harbouring or receiving of  children, 
women or men through the use of  force, coercion, abuse of  
vulnerability, deception or other means for the purpose of  
exploitation. It is a crime under the Modern Slavery Act 2015. 

Forced to work through  
mental or physical threat.

Owned or controlled by an 
‘employer’, usually through 
mental or physical abuse  
or the threat of  abuse.

Dehumanised, treated as  
a commodity or bought  
and sold as ‘property’.

Physically constrained  
or have restrictions placed  
on his/her freedom.
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MODERN SLAVERY (NOUN)

Many of  us were under the impression that slavery had been 
abolished in 1883, but the truth is that it was never really eradicated 
at all, it has simply hidden itself  in plain sight. It is right here in our 
towns, our streets, our shops, our factories, even in our homes. 
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Importantly, please do not attempt to let the victim  
know that you have or are going to report your 
suspicions. Please do not confront anyone involved, 
you need to ensure their safety and your own. 

As a community there are things we can do. We can be on 
the look-out for the signs of  slavery even though there really 
is no typical profile or stereotype that you could point to. 

In 2018 nearly a quarter of  all trafficking 
victims found in the UK were British. 

Trafficking does not just affect foreigners. The dark world 
of  slavery in all of  its despicable forms really can affect 
anyone, it transcends age, gender and ethnicity but there 
are common identifiers that highlight when something isn’t 
quite right. Have you noticed anyone who may be affected 
in the following ways: 

If  you are concerned for the welfare of  a person or group of  people, or if  you  
suspect that modern slavery is happening near you, you can report it in many ways:

     In emergency situations - always contact the police. 

     In the UK you can contact the Modern Slavery helpline anonymously  
and free of  charge from landlines and most mobiles. 0800 0121 700

     Report your suspicions online using the dedicated home office website  
https://modernslavery.co.uk/contact.html

bluearrow.co.uk

1.   PHYSICAL 
APPEARANCE

Look for signs of  physical 
or psychological abuse; 
malnourished, unkempt, 
withdrawn. 

2.   ISOLATION
Are they allowed to travel  
on their own, do they seem 
to be under the control of  
someone? Do they interact  
with others and are they 
familiar with the area? 

3.   AVOIDANCE
Do they avoid eye contact, 
appear frightened or  
hesitant to talk to strangers? 

4.   POOR LIVING 
CONDITIONS

Are they living in a dirty, 
cramped or over-cramped 
accommodation?  
Do they live and work  
at the same address? 

5.   IDENTITY
Do they have access to their 
identification documents?  
Do they share an email 
address with someone else? 
Are their bank details in 
someone else’s name? 

6.   PERSONAL 
ITEMS

Do they seem to wear  
the same clothes all of   
the time, do they have  
many possessions? 

There are more  
slaves in the world 
today than there were 
during the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade.

Modern slavery  
affects an estimated  
29.8 million people 
around the world.

1 in 4 of those affected 
will be a child.


